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Some of the Muhammadan Talukdars of Qudh follow the rules of primogeniture in the devolution of their estates. The Hindu law, again, as laid down in the ancient text-books, is not free from either vagueness or practical difficulties. In the first place, it is not always easy to say whether the Hindu law should be applied to a particular individual or family or not. Like the famous recipe in the cookery book, which began with the very pertinent advice: " First catch your hare," a preliminary question is often put before a court: Was the party a Hindu ? No lawyer of any eminence would stake his reputation on his definition of a Hindu, although various attempts have been made at it, and some important decisions on the subject will be found to have been reported. Supposing you have found your Hindu, it is not clear what Hindu law you are to apply to him. There is no authorised statement or " codification" of modern Hindu law as there was, for example, of Visigoth law in the Roman Empire, in the Lex Romana Visigothorum. But then the Visigoths were a simple people, with a few customs which could be defined with the assistance of their tribal leaders. They had neither the ingenuity to multiply infinitely the relationships of human life, nor the subtlety to indulge in close reasoning from abstract concepts. What was possible with their system would not be easy with the Hindu system.
Further, Hindu law is mixed up with religion.